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From OSINT to “digital fieldwork":
how online investigation can
“augment” geopolitical analysis and
the study of conflicts

Kevin Limonier
(Institut Frangais de Géopolitique, Paris 8 University)

Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) has become a widely used toolbox for
many journalists, political activists or hackers. Still, it has not yet reached the
Academia - at least as a practical and methodological toolset to be mobilized
by researchers for documenting or investigating their object, especially in
geography and geopolitics. The purpose of this lesson is to show how open
source investigation can help to “augment” researchers’ fieldworks, and

the epistemological questions it raises, especially in the fields of political
geography and critical geopolitics.

This lesson will focus on several elements:

1. First, the question of what is (and what is not) OSINT will be discussed.
The goal is to identify the principles, perspectives, and limitations of
open source investigations for the social sciences and to clarify its spatial
dimension.

2. A series of OSINT case studies will then be presented to illustrate the use
of these approaches for geopolitical purposes. These case studies will
focus on Russia and demonstrate how digital investigations can be used
to document strategies of territorial appropriation.

3. Finally, a typology of OSINT tools and techniques will be presented that
can be easily used by students as part of their research.

Kevin Limonier is an associate professor in geography and Slavic studies at the French Institute of Geopolitics
(University of Paris 8), and vice director of Geode (www.geode.science), a research center dedicated to the
geopolitics of the datasphere. He is also a member of the Institut Universitaire de France and the head of the
Observatory of the Russian-Speaking Cyberspace of the French Ministry of Armed Forces. He gives lecture

in several universities such as Saint Cyr Coetquidan (French military academy) and has been a lecturer of
geopolitics at the Russian State University for Humanities in the early 2010s. His work focuses on the history
and the geography of the Russian cyberspace, and on the development of new methods of data investigation
(OSINT) for geapolitics.
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